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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.00 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Transport Needs of Southern Suburbs - Adjournment Debate 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan) [10.00 pm]:  I missed the chance to make a contribution during the 
urgency motion debate, and I take this opportunity to do that.  How we manage the future transport needs of the 
southern suburbs is a very important issue.  It is important to the community that lives in the area and the 
industry and businesses that rely on the transport routes in the southern suburbs to ensure our continued 
prosperity.   

The motion we debated earlier today offered nothing constructive towards planning for and managing those 
transport issues into the future.  In my view the Liberal Opposition should have been embarrassed about causing 
us to focus on the big campaign demonstration which it claimed would lead to the downfall of this Government 
and which the shadow spokesperson said 10 000 people would attend, because it was a flop.  By the 
Opposition’s own measure, the big event in the southern suburbs was a non-event.   

Hon Norman Moore:  It was not a non-event.   

Hon SUE ELLERY:  If 10 000 people was the measure and fewer than 1 000 people attended, it was a flop.   

Hon Norman Moore:  Ignore it at your own peril.   

Hon SUE ELLERY:  I am not ignoring it, but nowhere near 10 000 people attended the demonstration.  The 
Opposition is starting the parliamentary year by drawing attention to its inadequacies, which is not very 
auspicious for it.  Nowhere near 10 000 people attended the demonstration.  In fact, nowhere near 1 000 people 
attended.  The figure was closer to 600 or 700.   

Hon Simon O’Brien interjected.   

Hon SUE ELLERY:  I went to the demonstration and had a look.  That poor turnout was reflected on the front 
page of last week’s Melville Times, the headline of which stated “Small SOS crowd ‘an embarrassment’”.   

Hon Simon O’Brien:  That was by Kathy Anketell.   

Hon SUE ELLERY:  Was that the headline on the front page or not?   

The commitment to delete the Fremantle eastern bypass was an election promise, hardly a reckless pursuit, and 
the process by which we are proceeding with our election commitment is an amendment to the metropolitan 
region scheme, a mechanism that mandates public consultation and parliamentary scrutiny.  How is that 
reckless?   

Hon Simon O’Brien:  What election commitment?   

Hon SUE ELLERY:  It is an election commitment that was first made by the Labor Party during the campaign 
for the 1990 Fremantle by-election.   
This process is in stark contrast to the actions of the Liberal Government, which in 1993 amended the MRS by 
way of a ministerial directive to the State Planning Commission.  It was obviously big on community concerns.  
This Government’s election promise was made in the context of a more sustainable approach to transport 
planning, including a triple-bottom-line assessment that seeks to meet the targets set in our metropolitan 
transport strategy and to protect local communities from the impact of traffic.  The deletion of the Fremantle 
eastern bypass is not a stand-alone policy.  This Government has a six-point plan to address the future needs of 
freight and general traffic management.  That was set out in the response Hon Ken Travers gave to the debate 
earlier today.   
The environmental assessment that was recently released in the form of Environmental Protection Authority 
bulletin 1088 confirmed our view that no road should bisect Bibra and North Lakes.  The bulletin recommended 
that alternatives to direct freight through the general area that did not involve the clearing and filling of the 
wetlands be pursued.   

Hon Simon O’Brien:  How much did you have to chip in to pay for that insert in the Canning Times?   

Hon SUE ELLERY:  Not very much.   
The opposition campaign in the southern suburbs is very divisive.  It is not bringing the community together.  
The Opposition is caught up in an ugly campaign with certain sections of the Melville City Council.  Most 
importantly, the community is not happy with that kind of divisive campaign.  I refer to last week’s Melville 
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Times.  It is only one week; not any preceding weeks.  Six of the headlines in the letters pages read: “Council 
bickering disgraceful”, “Scrutiny of council well overdue”, “Referendum won’t make a difference”, “Trying to 
make council more open”, “Airing of dirty linen an embarrassment” and “Appalling personal attack on mayor”.  
All those issues are linked with the Liberal’s campaign in the southern suburbs that relate to the extension of Roe 
Highway stage 8 and the Fremantle eastern bypass.   
Hon Simon O’Brien referred to various community organisations that support his position.  He claimed that 
members on this side are not in touch with their communities.  For the record, I support and advocate the views 
held on behalf of the North Lake residents association, the Coolbellup community association, the Bibra Lake 
residents’ association, the Beeliar Conservation and Heritage Council and Friends of Clontarf Hill, all of whom 
have publicly made strong statements opposed to the Fremantle eastern bypass and Roe Highway stage 8.   

Hon Norman Moore:  That sounds very selective to me.   

Hon SUE ELLERY:  It is no more selective than Hon Simon O’Brien.   

We must balance the types of environments and neighbourhoods in which we want our families to grow up 
against our support for industry so that we can prosper.  We must protect our dwindling suburban natural 
environment and make sure that we have a distribution system of not one but several modes to transport the 
goods we need.  That means that the road plans we had 30 years ago are not necessarily perfect for our needs 
into the future; maybe they need to be revisited.  The issue is about balance and the Gallop Government is 
getting the balance right.   

“My Explanation” - Adjournment Debate 

HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (East Metropolitan - Parliamentary Secretary) [10.06 pm]:  On Sunday, 12 
January 2003 I had the pleasure to launch a book titled My Explanation, which was written by Phil Joppek.  The 
book was written after the author was diagnosed with motor neurone disease in 1999.  He decided that it would 
be a good idea to write down some of the memories and events of his life as a legacy to his wife Heather and his 
children Christie, Stu and Lisa.  He wrote it also to help him make sense of what happened to him throughout his 
life.   

It is an explanation for him and a significant number of others whom he so cherished and who contributed to the 
book and who were also present at the launch.  My Explanation is a credit to its author who has given many 
people this gift in the form of a book as a reminder of his life and their place in it.   

The book was launched in Phil and Heather’s backyard and the launch was attended by approximately 70 to 80 
people, each of whom had played a role in Phil’s life.  The words of columnist Phillip Adams helped sum up the 
purpose of the book and the reasons why Phil chose to write it.  Phillip Adams said, “History isn’t was.  History 
is.  No matter how much we wipe our feet at the front door, we track history through the house, leaving its 
muddy, bloody footprints all over the carpet.  History is, and if it isn’t, it bloody well should be.  God knows it’s 
hard to live with our histories, personal and collective, but it would be even worse to try to live without them.  
History is our burden and our inheritance, our curse and our glory.  It is our explanation.”   

This book is a frank account of the author’s life and the people in it.  It is about his hopes, aspirations, 
challenges, failures and triumphs.  It helps to bring into sharp focus the devastating impact of diseases such as 
motor neurone disease on its victims, families and friends.  It provides a fascinating insight into how the life of a 
person is impacted upon after being diagnosed with motor neurone disease.  It portrays with brutal honesty what 
it feels like to be slowly robbed of the bodily functions that we take for granted.  It details the stages of the 
disease and how the human spirit reacts to motor neurone disease; it sneaks up on its victims, robbing them of 
their ability to speak, breathe and/or swallow.  In fact, it robs them of most of their functions while leaving intact 
a healthy intellect and an active mind.   

The author outlines in detail the strategies he used to deal with this life-threatening illness.  Firstly he tried to 
attack the problem with a vigorous analytical mind.  He took it upon himself to gather information from all sorts 
of sources to try to find out as much as he could in an effort to beat it.  He then decided it was fundamentally 
important to provide leadership and strength to those around him.  He recognised also the importance of 
maintaining a wicked sense of humour because he knew that things would get tough.  He knew that he needed to 
have a sense of humour to share with those people around him who were also experiencing the devastating 
impact that this disease was having on him.  Finally, he decided it was paramount to ensure that everybody else 
was looked after.  Phil, with his intellect and great organisational and leadership skills, steered his family and 
friends through what inevitably was a rough storm.  Being a former Army man, he knew exactly what he had to 
do to eliminate the fear, to include everyone in his journey and to prepare them for the inevitable. 

Early symptoms of motor neurone disease are usually mild, which tricks the victim into having hope of beating 
it.  Those affected may have problems in walking, holding objects due to the weakness of the hand muscles, and 
slurring of speech or swallowing difficulties due to weakness of the tongue and the throat muscles.  There is 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 4 March 2003] 

 p4927b-4930a 
Hon Kim Chance; Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich; Hon Paddy Embry; Hon Barry House 

 [3] 

considerable variability between patients with initial symptoms, rates and patterns of progression, and survival 
times after diagnoses.  In the end, it robs the victim of his or her life. 

Motor neurone disease is more common than we think.  It occurs at similar rates in most countries in the world 
and is estimated to affect at least 1 400 people in Australia.  The strength of My Explanation was that it was a 
team effort involving many people.  It recorded the significant events in the life of an intelligent and caring 
human being, who, through his writings, has left an imprint on many other lives and has heightened people’s 
awareness of this disease. 

Guests at the book launch were not charged for their book; they were asked to make a donation to the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association Western Australia.  Most people duly did so.  My Explanation enabled Phil 
Joppeck to leave his muddy, bloody footprints all over the carpet.  In doing so, he provided “His Explanation”.   

Finally, I pay tribute to those who assisted the author in the writing of this book; namely, Kath McEwan, Ken 
Booth, Dan Cregan and Phil White, and Phil Joppeck’s sister, Jo, and her partner, Graham.  I also pay tribute to 
the people to whom the book is dedicated: Kristy, Lisa, Stu and Heather. 

I was extremely honoured to have been asked to launch this book by a man of integrity who, in some of his 
darkest hours, still manages to lead by example and provide leadership to all. 

Joan Torr - Adjournment Debate 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [10.12 pm]:  I commend Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich for her speech.  We have 
a very close friend who suffers from that dreadful disease - it is one of the cruellest. 

I draw the House’s attention to a long-term Albany resident, about whom members would have heard.  I refer to 
Joan Torr, who died and was buried in Albany last week.  She will be best remembered for her organisation 
called Joan Torr’s Army Against Crime.  She seemed to be quite successful in drawing government leaders’ 
attention to the plight of the elderly, who went through a period a few years ago of terribly violent attacks.  The 
elderly are almost totally defenceless against such attacks.  She led a number of demonstrations outside 
Parliament House, and she had access to leaders of the two major political parties.  She was very successful in 
bringing attention to that despicable crime against the defenceless elderly.  A number of these attacks were for 
very small items, like a purse or handbag.  Instead of simply snatching the item, the perpetrators would go on a 
violent rampage. 

As a State and as a community, we need sole-purpose people like Joan Torr to bring certain issues to our 
attention.  I very much commend her efforts in that regard. 

Di Cullen - Adjournment Debate 

HON BARRY HOUSE (South West) [10.14 pm]:  I have just opened what is effectively tomorrow’s newspaper 
only to note from page 3 that Di Cullen, a leader in the wine industry, died yesterday after a long illness.  I want 
to say a few words in admiration and respect for a lady who, along with her husband Kevin, was a pioneer in the 
wine industry and in many aspects of social and economic life in the south west.   

Kevin Cullen was a renowned doctor who, together with a few other people, initiated a series of longitudinal 
health studies in the community of Busselton that continue to this day.  In terms of his health credentials, he had 
an enormous accolade bestowed on him before he died of, I am pretty sure, motor neurone disease, which 
follows on from what Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich has said.  The medical centre in Busselton was named after him, 
which is a rather rare event to occur while the person is still alive, and is called the Kevin Cullen Health Centre.   

Kevin Cullen and his wife Di established a property at Wilyabrup.  Initially it was just a farming property.  It 
was their rural retreat from life in the fast lane in Busselton.  Their friend was Dr John Gladstones, who wrote 
the initial thesis on soil types and the suitability of the Margaret River wine region to that particular industry.  
Together with Dr Tom Cullity, who was the instigator of Vasse Felix, which is next door to Cullen’s vineyard in 
Wilyabrup, and several other people, they were genuine pioneers in the industry.  About 30 years ago they 
planted their first vines in the area.   

Di Cullen was the matriarch of a family of extraordinarily talented and innovative people.  The members of the 
Cullen family have, in their own particular way, been outstanding contributors to whatever field they have 
pursued, whether it be law or medicine, or viticulture in the case of Vanya Cullen and Shelley Cullen, two of the 
daughters of Di and Kevin.   

Di Cullen was a person of very wise counsel in matters concerning the wine industry and the south west in 
general.  Her voice will be very sadly missed by many people in the south west.  I am pleased to have the 
opportunity to say a few words in recognition of a truly great lady.   

Members:  Hear, hear!   
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Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 10.17 pm 

__________ 

 
 


